An overview of low dose insemination in the mare.
The need for relatively high numbers of spermatozoa for artificial insemination limits our application of recently available technologies such as sex-sorted semen. The fertility of two different methods of low dose insemination using fresh, frozen and sex-sorted semen are compared in this overview. Satisfactory conception rates are described using very low doses of spermatozoa inseminated by either hysteroscopic or deep uterine insemination methods, proving the stallion is fully fertile. The hysteroscopic method appears to give higher conception rates when inseminating fewer than 5 x 10(6) spermatozoa and is therefore, the preferred method of insemination for sex-sorted spermatozoa. However, hysteroscopic deposition of low numbers of spermatozoa from infertile stallions does not appear to improve their fertility.